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EDITORIAL 


The Scope and Purpose of Teaching and 
Teacher Education: An International Journal 
of Research and Studies 


Teaching is the central process of education. It 
comes after the development of economic 
resources, physical facilities and the cur- 
riculum, and it is intended to lead to learning. It 
is the social function through which societies 
foster achievement of educational objectives. 
Defined as the action of one person in the effort 
to help another learn, teaching goes on most 
explicitly in schools — _ the institutions 
developed by societies for the express purpose 
of helping children, youth and adults acquire 
the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and 
skills valued by the society. Teaching is the 
point of contact between the society’s educa- 
tional system and the learners — the point at 
which the schools’ funds, facilities, curriculum 
and other resources are brought to bear on the 
learning process. 

Teaching is also a profession — the occupa- 
tion of persons engaged in schools in fostering 
learning. As a profession, it entails the prob- 
lems of recruitment, selection, admission, 
retention, education, certification, induction, 
continuing education and socialization. 


Research on Teaching and Teacher Education 


The term research often connotes empirical 
work with data. The term studies connotes 
theoretical scholarship and the analysis of ideas. 
Both research and studies in these senses will be 
published in the journal, although only the term 
research is used in what follows. 

Research on teaching and teacher education 
is the enterprise of seeking to understand teach- 
ing, to predict its phenomena and to improve its 


effectiveness. Such research has been under 
taken in recent decades with increasing 
resources, sophistication and fruitfulness. In 
many nations around the world, groups of 
research workers and scholars have found that 
teaching presents theoretical issues and practi- 
cal concerns provocative enough to attract their 
best energies. As a result, a considerable record 
of research findings and theoretical analysis has 
been achieved. 

One body of research has been concerned 
primarily with the description and understand- 
ing of teaching as a human phenomenon of 
interest in its own right, without any primary 
concern for the improvement of teaching. Such 
descriptive research is as worthy of support as 
any discipline concerned with the understand- 
ing of social or natural phenomena. 

A second body of research has dealt with 
dimensions of teaching (its processes, practices, 
strategies, models, methods and behaviors) 
conceived as the independent variables and 
with outcomes (student achievement and 
attitudes) as the dependent variables. Such 
research on teaching effectiveness has proceeded 
with a variety of paradigms, both substantive 
and methodological. It has accumulated knowl- 
edge and nascent theory that have gained the 
serious attention of educators and_ policy- 
makers. 

A third body of research has resulted from 
attention to aspects of teacher education (its 
admissions and selection policies, curricular 
design and instructional practices) as indepen- 
dent variables with the aforementioned dimen- 
sions of teaching as the dependent variables. 
Such research on teacher education has also 
gained considerably in recent decades, but 
teacher educators need a stronger research 
basis for their programs. Such a basis is needed 
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for both preservice teacher education, whose 
recipients have yet to be employed as teachers, 
and inservice teacher education, for teachers 
already on the job. Research on teacher educa- 
tion should draw upon that on teaching effec- 
tiveness to a much greater degree than has 
prevailed until now. Accordingly, a journal 
devoted to both kinds of research should yield 
special benefits. 

A fourth kind of research on teaching has 
arisen because teaching is such a large social 
enterprise that it creates the need for social pol- 
icy. Policy research investigates the demog- 
raphic, economic, political and social forces 
that affect the supply, salaries, working condi- 
tions, morale and competence of a nation’s 
teaching staff. 

Taken together, descriptive research, re- 
search on teaching effectiveness, research on 
teacher education and policy research may be 
regarded as the field of research on teaching and 
teacher education. It is to serve that field that 
this journal is intended. 


The Multidisciplinary Character of the Field 

Research on teaching and teacher education 
has been conducted by educators, psycholo- 
gists, sociologists, anthropologists, linguists, 
philosophers, economists, political scientists, 


computer scientists and historians. The field of 


research on teaching education has thus become 
the domain of no single discipline. Scholars, 
scientists and research administrators have rec- 
ognized the potential fruitfulness of multidiscip- 
linary and interdisciplinary attacks on the 
theoretical and practical problems that sur- 
round teaching. 

Thus the field is no longer served adequately 
by journals allied with only a single discipline, 
such as a journal of educational psychology. 
Investigators need a medium through which to 
be apprised of what all disciplines have been 
doing by way of studying teaching. In being 
multidisciplinary, the journal will be committed 
to no single paradigm. It will accept descriptive, 
correlational or experimental studies. It will 
accept ethnographic studies, aesthetically criti- 
cal studies and case studies. It will accept philo- 
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sophical, economic, political, historical and 
hermeneutic scholarship. It will accept critical 
reviews of literature, and both qualitative and 
quantitative (meta-analytic) syntheses and 
analyses. Rather than being committed to any 
paradigm, the journal will be committed to high 
standards of scholarship or research, whatever 
the paradigm. Substantively, the sole require- 
ment would be that papers be concerned, in 
some respect, primarily with teachers or teach- 
ing. 


The Generality of the Journal across 
Subject Matters and Age Levels 

Similarly, research on teaching is inade- 
quately served by journals devoted solely to one 
subject matter area or age level, such as a jour- 
nal of research on science teaching or a journal 
of research on elementary school teaching. 
Research on the teaching of one subject matter 
can be richly informed by research on the teach- 
ing of other, substantially different, subject 
matters. Research on the teaching of adults can 
learn from research on the teaching of children, 
and the converse is also true. Thus the field of 
research on teaching and teacher education 
needs a journal committed to the field itself, 
rather than a single subject-matter area, grade 
level or age level. 


The International Character of the Journal 

It also is evident that teaching and teacher 
education in one nation have much to learn 
from what is discovered in other nations. In 
many fundamental respects, there is no 
uniquely national teaching just as there is no 
uniquely national discipline of mathematics or 
psychology. Research on teaching is increas- 
ingly developing bodies of ideas, concepts, 
methods and findings that have much cross- 
national significance. Even when teaching and 
teacher education take forms unique to a single 
nation, knowledge about those forms can 
enlighten the educators of other nations. It is 
also the case that scholars and research workers 
are now often lamentably uninformed about 
significant developments outside their own 
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country. An international journal would reduce 
counterproductive parochialism. 


In Short 


These conditions and desiderata point to the 
need for a new journal devoted to research and 
scholarship on teaching and teacher education: 

— a multidisciplinary journal, committed to 
no single approach, discipline, or paradigm 

— an international journal, containing papers 
from nations around the world 

— a journal concerned with teaching and 
teacher education in general, that is, teaching in 
any subject matter for students at any age or 
grade level 

— a journal devoted to all concerns with 
teaching — the description and analysis of 


teaching effectiveness, teacher education and 
social policy affecting teaching. 

Teaching and Teacher Education: An Interna- 
tional Journal of Research and Studies will ini- 
tially appear quarterly in issues of about 90 
pages. It will be served by editors and an edi- 
torial advisory board of recognized authority in 
their own nations and internationally. It will be 
edited according to the highest substantive and 
stylistic standards. It will be devoted to advanc- 
ing the understanding and practice of teaching 
in all nations so that coming generations will be 
taught in ways more consonant with the aspira- 
tions of all mankind. 


N.L. Gage 
Editor 
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